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SB 1893 would create special funds for air and waste management and for water
quality management and would authorize the department of health (DOH) to charge
fees on certain environmental programs.
Our statement on this measure does not represent an institutional position
of the University of Hawaii.
Differing opinions were voiced by commenters on this measure. On the one
hand, it was felt that air and wastewater public policy implementation presently
is extremely inefficient, and there is no excuse for ~ncreasing bureaucracy and
hence raising the cost of doing business in Hawaii. Other reviewers felt that the
proposed fees and funds would appropriately embody the principle that the polluter
should pay for environmental management expenses, and they expressed strong support
for these proposals.
Clearly, the state has demonstrated an inability to allocate adequate funds
for environmental management from general funding sources. Realization of internal
savings through efficiency increases should take precedence in funding these
programs, but to the degree that those savings are accomplished, it seems evident
that some other mechanism is needed. Whether fee programs, marketable pollution
rights, or some other scheme is instituted, the time for enhanced support for
environmental management is long overdue. Prevention of environmental despoilment
always is less costly than clean-up.
Two other points should be noted. First, no alternative funding mechanism
will be productive if the state personnel system precludes hiring of adequate
numbers of qualified individuals. Second, given the history of abuse of special
funds, some provision for reviewing or auditing special fund programs needs to be
included.
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